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setts local paper, and my eyes are gladdened by the
heading, "The Liberal Defeat becomes a Kout."3
The newspapers here are so sensational that they
always exaggerate, even when, as at present, all
their wishes are against the side which is winning;
still, the counties do seem to have begun well.
We get no details except as to very interesting elec-
tions, such as Sexton's for West Belfast, or Whit-
more's for Chelsea. The Americans are fairly
puzzled; they thought Parnell was going to win.
You cannot make them understand that his cause
is not that of the local self-government which, is
universal here and works well. The truth is we
have not their local self-government in England or
Scotland any more than in Ireland. Parliament
has been at the same time local and national legis-
lature for those countries, as well as for Ireland.
But as government in England and Scotland has
been in accordance with the wishes of the majority
in the respective countries, the system has worked
well enough hitherto, though public business is
now getting too great for it. But in Ireland, where
government has been conducted in accordance with
the wishes of the minority and of the British Phil-
istine, the defects of the system have come into
full view. Therefore, I am most anxious that the
question of local government should be in every
one's mind. If it comes to be fairly discussed,
the Americans will be capable of seeing that there
is no more need for merging Ulster in Southern
1 The General Electlorf, consequent on the loss of the Hojoje
Rule Bill, began June 30,1886.